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APPLIED RESEARCH:  motivated by 
use but does not seek fundamental 
understanding 

BASIC RESEARCH: 
performed without thought of practical ends 
to yield fundamental understanding  

Vannevar Bush (1945) Science – The Endless Frontier  
as described in Rising Above the Gathering Storm (NAS, 2007) 



Pasteur’s quadrant 

(Stokes, 1997) 

There is not pure science and applied science,  
but only science and the applications of science. 

Louis Pasteur, 1863 
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